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Introduction
Tourism is one of the fastest growing sectors in the service Industry. From the international financial context, ten percent of the total revenue in the world economy has been generated from the tourism industry and ten percent of the world's workforce has also been generated from the tourism industry. These figures are expected to double by the year 2015, with an anticipated one billion tourists per year. So, tourism has enormous potential to contribute towards the growth of developing countries, particularly for local communities, where wildlife tourism exists (Ashley & Roe, 1998) .
Today, tourism has become one of the major sources of income. It generates employment opportunities, foreign exchange earnings, and supports the development of infrastructure in any destination. Compared to other sectors, tourism has the capacity to generate economic support even in remote areas. However, in several areas it has minimized economic benefits because of leakages (Ashley & Roe, 1998) , which is a major threat to the growth of the industry.
Tourism can affect the lives of the local community in various ways. For some local community, tourism can be a driving force of the overall development, and for others it may cause negative impacts (Ashley & Roe, 1998) such as displacement of local people to make way for tourism facilities, depletion of local resources, increase in cost of living and commercialization of culture. The active involvement of local community in tourism activities is highly essential in order to increase the benefits of tourism, and to minimize the negative impacts.
Community Involvement in Tourism
While considering the involvement of local community in tourism, it is essential to identify the communities that can actively be engaged in tourism activities. According to Gilmour & Fisher (1991) , "a community can be defined as a set of people with mutually recognized interest in the resources of a particular area rather than as people living in that area". The above definition clearly states that a community, which is living in or adjacent to wildlife areas has to be considered and involved in the tourism activities.
The below table shows how a local community can be involved in the tourism sector Local community can be involved in various ways such as employment in tourism sector, local entrepreneurship, leasing out land for tourism, making partnership agreement with tourism operators, and participation in planning and decision making related to tourism, wildlife, parks and land uses (Ashley & Roe, 1998) .
Review of Literature
Various stakeholders such as private sector, government, civil societies and local people are involved in tourism development. Local communities play an important role in tourism development. They are regarded as legitimate and moral stakeholders in tourism development. Local community has to be involved in policy and decision making so that it will enhance the trust and confidence of the local people on the tourism industry. In order to improve plans and service delivery, local community involvement in decision making is very essential and it also promotes a sense of community involvement who share common goals. (Muganda, Sirima, & Ezra, 2013) .
The success of rural tourism development depends on better community leadership, support and participation of local administrative systems, strategic plans, understanding, coordination and cooperation between business entrepreneurs and local leadership, support and participation of local administrative bodies, coordination and cooperation of local entrepreneurs, involvement in information supply and technical support, good convention and tourists bureaus and community support spread worldwide for tourism. Active participation of local community in tourism development is very important to achieve the goals of sustainability and to improve the welfare of the local community (Ertuna&Kirbas, 2012).
Community participation in tourism helps to uphold the local culture, tradition and indigenous knowledge of the local people. It also helps in conservation of the environment and culture of the local community. Community has to actively participate in involved working, meaningful decision making and representation in structured communities. The aim of community participation should be in line with proper communication among the stakeholders in facilitating better decision making and sustainable growth and development (Aref, 2011) .
The success of tourism development always depends on the good will and the cooperation of the local community. If local community aspirations and capabilities do not match with tourism development and planning, it may destroy the industry's potential. Local community involvement is generally considered as an important issue for the success of tourism projects. (Breugel, L, V, 2013 ).
Objectives
The two major objectives of the study are  To find out how local communities are involved in various activities in wildlife resorts.
 To find out the practices adopted by resorts for the development of local community.
Research Methodology Data Collection
Primary data is collected by analyzing the websites of the resorts and secondary data is collected by reviewing various articles on local community involvement in tourism.
Scope of the Study
The Scope of the study is confined to wildlife resorts.
Sample size
The study is based on 20 wildlife resorts which were highlighted and projected by the National Geography website.
Statistical Analysis
Percentage analysis is used to analyse the data
Data Analysis and Interpretation
Website is also one of the important sources through which resorts can create awareness about ecological sensitivity and sustainable practices. The websites of 20 resorts were analysed based on 8 criteria such as purchase from local community, promotion of local festivals, involvement in decision making, employment opportunities, promotion of local culture, environment awareness, education supports and practices adopted by resorts to uplift the local community such as conservation projects, medical facilities, infrastructure development etc. The above table shows that 42.9% of wildlife resorts purchase products from local community. 9.5% of the wildlife resorts promote local festivals. None of the wildlife resorts involve local community in decision making. 76.2% of the wildlife resorts provide employment opportunities to the local people. 42.9% of the wildlife resorts promote local culture. 33.3% and 76.2% of the wildlife resorts create environmental awareness among local community and provide educational support to the local community respectively. 81% of the wildlife resorts adopted various practices such as conservation projects, development of local infrastructure, sustainable food projects, health and medical benefits, youth development projects, donations for the development of local community, community owned business, support to local craftsmen and artisans, workshops for the local community, participation in council initiative, and local sports team.
Findings of the Study
According to the study wildlife resorts promotes local economy by purchasing products and by providing employment opportunities to the local community. Wildlife resorts fairly contribute for the development of local communities by adopting various practices and supporting education of the local children. Wildlife resorts donot give much importance to the promotion of local culture, local festival and creating environmental awareness among local community. The major finding is that none of the wildlife resorts consider the involvement of the local community in the decision making process.
Suggestions
Wildlife Resorts have to develop a link with the local community by purchasing products from the local community, by employing local staff, and by supporting the development of local arts, crafts, cultural products so that it will benefit the wildlife resorts and help them to gain market advantage and improved products by offering authentic experiences to the guests. Wildlife resorts have to understand the challenges faced by the local communities in meeting the requirements of the resorts. For instance, if the locally produced goods are not sufficient to meet the quality and quantity required by the wildlife resorts, the wildlife resorts have to stimulate communication with the local communities regarding their requirements. This will also benefit wildlife resorts in cost cutting since local goods and services are less expensive. More employment opportunities to the local people will boost the local economy and it will also benefit resorts as it enhances staff morale. Wildlife resorts have to promote local festivals and culture since culture is one of the unique products of tourism and it offers an authentic experience to the guests. Since many reviews support local community involvement in decision making, it is very much essential to consider involvement of local community in decision making processes
Conclusion
The major principle of sustainable tourism is involvement of local people and local community in tourism activities. To develop tourism, local community participation is very essential. Local food, local culture and festivals are add-on products to tourism and it also provides authentic experiences to the tourists. Indigenous knowledge of the local community helps in the conservation of environment and local culture. Wildlife resorts have to take initiatives for the overall development of the local community by involving them, both in internal and external activities of the resorts since they are also stakeholders of the environment in which the resort is located.
